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Not just full of hot air: Airband contestants blow up the night
Eric Rowe – Staff Writer
From plumes of sugar to a resident assistant
scramble over Pringles, the 2015 Airband
brought more spectacle than ever before. This
annual event occurred on the evening of Sept.
26, featuring six different acts and the first backto-back winners in the history of Dordt Airband.
The SugarDaddies took home first prize, with
Res Life Rock in second, and Los Primos coming
in third. Emcees Matt Dykstra and Davis
Konynenbelt hosted the evening’s events.
The doors to the B. J. Haan Auditorium
opened at approximately 8:37 p.m. after several
groups of people attempted to sneak in the side
doors but were refused. The crowd of students
filled in the front rows first.
The preshow atmosphere proved energetic.
One section of the audience passed around a
communal bowl of popcorn. Five students even
attempted to assimilate into the crowd in Star
Wars and superhero onesies.
Freshman Kirk Carlson was impressed with
the show, yet saddened by his own lack of
involvement.
“I would have done it this year,” Carlson said.
“But I didn’t hear about it until the day they were
doing auditions.” Carlson came to the event
especially because he heard that his resident
assistant, Sun Yong Lee, would be performing.
The first act, Girls n Sync, featured Jessica
Lillo and Calvin Wunderink in a back-and-forth
vocal battle that mixed two *NSYNC songs:
“Bye, Bye, Bye” and “One Desire.”
The members of Los Primos used several
props while performing a medley of Taylor Swift

songs. At every song change, the lead singer
would pass a wig on to another member of the
band. Brandon Geels drew laughs after squirting
water in his eyes to maintain realism while
singing “Tear Drops on my Guitar.”
Lactoze Tolerants, featuring Luke Venhuizen
as lead singer, performed a choreographed
dance routine while performing “Proud Mary.”
The slow song picked up speed and energy
throughout the performance, and the audience
answered with cheers.
The emcees introduced Res Life Rock next,
tagging the airband performance as the most
well-attended RA event in Dordt’s history.
Male RAs and LCAs from the East and North
dorms played parts in performing “Jessie’s Girl.”
Morgan Spoelstra earned the most audience
applause for his role as a blanket to cover scenes
between Jessie as played by Cory Van Gilst and
his ‘girl’ as played by Sun Yong Lee.
After the performance, the hosts challenged
the RAs to eat an entire can of Pringles in 30
seconds. RA Youbin Lee reacted with a smart
plan – upending the chips onto the stage.
“The moment I received it,” Lee said. “I
thought, what is the best way to distribute this?”
Thirty seconds later, the can was reduced to a
pile of crushed Pringles on the stage. Lee’s fellow
RAs validated his decision to dump the Pringles
on the floor by diving onto the pile as soon as it
appeared.
The members of the air band, CA$H
MON3Y, made a visual impact with their
high energy performance and multiple offstage
clothing changes.
“You should have taken a picture backstage,”

Photo by Christina Chahyadinata
Pictured (Clockwise from left): Juan Benitez, Youbin Lee, Sam Roskamp, Ariel Gomes, Adam Heynen, Cory
Van Gilst & Sun Yong Lee.

Steiger said. “There were clothes everywhere.”
The hosts also employed rapid clothing changes,
from opening suits to swimming trunks for a
synchronized swimming bit.
The first place winners performed a medley of
songs based on a sugar theme. The SugarDaddies
punctuated their performance by throwing sugar
into the air and onto the stage. The members of
the SugarDaddies stayed after the show to sweep
and mop the stage.
“From a watcher’s perspective, it looked

creative and fantastic,” tech service member
Nathan Mulder said. “From a tech crew
perspective, it’s gonna be a lot of work to clean.”
When asked about the rules concerning
thrown sugar in the B. J. Haan Auditorium,
SugarDaddies member Kyle Vander Zee
mentioned that they had to say that they would
keep it in a localized area of the stage.
Whether or not they held true to this
statement is up for debate.

Engineers weaponize
science with new railgun

Dordt scores religious freedom
victory in appeals court

Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer

Meagan DeGraaf – Staff Writer

The Dordt Institute for
Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) is more deadly than they
first appear. Since last spring, they’ve
been building an electromagnetic
projectile accelerator, or, as it is
commonly referred to, a rail gun.
It uses magnetic waves to blast
a projectile out of a tube at an
extremely high velocity, much
higher than is possible through
other means.
Contributed photo
IEEE member Alex Korver The Dordt Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers are
elaborated, “It uses just the kinetic building an electromagnetic projectile accelerator.
energy of the projectile hitting
Korver agreed, describing his own reason for
an object to destroy stuff. It uses electricity to joining the process.
propel, so it can reach much higher speeds than
“You get to do labs in class, but picking your
conventional methods.”
own project is a whole different environment.
Since this is the same type of weapon used by You get to apply what you learned in class, and
the US Navy to shoot projectiles at speeds higher you get everybody in the club involved, since
than Mach 7, Professor Douglas De Boer is there are so many different aspects to work on.
overseeing their work to make sure things don’t We have great attendance, since people can see
get out of hand.
the progress we’re making,” Korver said.
The group expects to have the accelerator
The rail gun itself is not an overcomplicated
in a tested and fireable position by sometime concept. It is primarily composed of a capacitor
in October. De Boer admits that there is risk bank, a two-foot long square barrel, and two
involved, as with any lab-related activity, but copper rails that line either side of the inside of
that it is very manageable. Besides, he has other the barrel.
reasons for wanting to see this project succeed.
“And an excessive amount of bolts,” IEEE
“It shows non-engineering students that president Van Engen added, chuckling.
engineers have fun,” said De Boer. “It’s generated
An electrical charge builds up in the capacitor
a lot of interest.”
Continued on page 7

On Sept. 17, a United States appeals court
ruled that parts of President Obama’s healthcare
mandate violates the religious freedom of Dordt
College.
The 8th Circuit Court made the decision to
block the enforcement of this mandate, saying
that “by coercing Dordt and Cornerstone to
participate in the contraceptive mandate […]
the government has substantially burdened
Dordt and Cornerstone’s exercise of religion.”
Besides the controversy surrounding the
Affordable Healthcare Act, churches, Christian
colleges and other religious institutions had
questions about some of the president’s new
healthcare laws. The primary concern was over
a clause that required these organizations to
provide birth control and contraceptives to
its employees as part of a healthcare insurance
program.
Many believed this was a violation of religious
freedom because it forced these institutions to
encourage behavior they do not condone. The
law required institutions to provide abortifacient
emergency contraceptives such as Plan B birth
control pills which terminate the pregnancy of a
woman up to a certain period of time.
The only way to avoid complying with this
is a tax, which would be collected in place of
the provision of birth control and contraception
to employees and possibly students. The case
sought to weigh the burden the tax would place
on the college, and was determined substantial
enough to win.
Dordt College teamed up with Cornerstone

University, a Christian college in Michigan, in
an effort to revoke the requirement. The two
colleges took their dispute to a U.S. appeals
court where a panel of three judges ruled in their
favor.
“Dordt College deserves the same protection
as other religious organizations, and this decision
reinforces that right,” President Erik Hoekstra
said, thanking the court for understanding
the importance of religion in all aspects of the
college.
An appeals court can be a difficult platform
for religious institutions because they must be
able to prove, not that their religion is valid,
but that they practice it faithfully and that their
beliefs would be compromised if they were to
comply with the law. Most of the time, churches
can find protection, but it is harder for a college
to prove its religious intentions.
“Our mission has always been protected
under the constitution, and we expect that to
continue,” said Hoekstra.
As laws adapt to new cultural norms, he
hopes that Dordt College’s mission of equipping
students to seek Christ-centered renewal will
hold fast.

Dordt
President
Eric Hoekstra
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A food facelift to
loosen your belt
Jonathan Fictorie – Staff Writer
Hungry students on Dordt’s campus have
likely noticed an increase in food options for
breakfast, lunch and dinner. This is thanks to
the facelift that the Commons received over the
summer, in conjunction with a number of other
changes Dining Services made.
This year, students have a plethora of choices
to make; from “Burgers and Fries” to “StirFry Your Way,” few freshman have avoided the
dreaded “fifteen.” But for those who may have
had to skip breakfast because of sleeping late
or missed dinner because of work, there is yet
another option available.
For the past three years, the Defender Grille
has made available what they call the “Meal
Exchange” or “MX” program. Any student on
the 21- or 15-meal plan can hold off on using
a card swipe at the Commons in exchange for
a meal at the Grille some other time during the
week. However, at the end of the week, those
meal exchanges reset.
Meal Exchange is limited to a few items at
given times during the day. “Grab n’ Go” options
are available from 11am to 8:30pm. This includes
pre-made sandwiches, dubbed “Deckers,” or
salads with a drink and a side. From 1:30pm

to 3:00pm students can have
made-to-order sandwiches or
salads with a drink and a side.
Available after 8:30pm, late
night meals include burgers,
grilled chicken sandwiches,
grilled cheese or an individual
pizza with a choice of drink.
“The response has been
positive—this is the 3rd year
that it has been available in
its present form,” said food
services director Keith Ashley.
“There were some negative
reviews about burgers not being
available at the Defender Grille,
but traffic is similar to last year
and the toasted sandwiches are a
hit with our customers!”
The biggest difference with
the new dining setup is the Defender Grille
“Express and Interactive.” Dining Services
decided to move the made-to-order burgers
and fries to the Commons for lunch to make
room for the Deckers sandwiches and salads at
the Grille. Students at the Commons can get a
burger and fries or try out the Interactive station,
where they can have omelets or stir-fry to order.

Laura Humrichouse pays for meal with new meal exchange feature.
Those in a hurry can buy a carry-out box for
their meal.
Dordt Dining Services is committed to
providing options, variety, convenience and
customer satisfaction. Keith Ashley wants
students to be prepared for new things and

Service group work to break down
walls, literally
Eric Rowe – Staff Writer
Saturday morning. 7:30. The breeze and
stillness only slightly disturbed by the presence
of engineering majors waiting behind the science
building. The student engineers had arrived on
Sept. 26 to travel to a demoltion service project
in Doon sponsored by the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME).
The crew demolished two walls and tore
up old carpet in a spec house for Justice for All
(JFA), an organization that partners with local
contractors to provide homes for low-income
families. A spec house is one that is built in order
to sell and turn a profit. JFA will use this extra
money in its other ministries. Doon is the fourth
location for a JFA spec house, preceded by Rock
Valley, Orange City and Sioux Center. The
ASME club worked for JFA last year by working
on the roof of the Sioux Center house.
“We’ve found that contractors would
rather donate time than a monetary gift,” JFA
Development Director Vern Ten Naple said.
Northwestern College donated the spec house
in June, Berghorst & Sons moved the house to
Doon on a transport trailer and seven other
contractors contributed to a new foundation and
basement.
The Dordt students originally thought that
the service project would be solely demolition. At
the last club meeting before Saturday morning,
they learned it would be removing carpet and
baseboard instead.
“I heard that we are only pulling up carpet,”
Mark Brauning said. “But I still get to hold a
crowbar, so it’s all good.”
On site, Ten Naple told students about the
carpet first, but added the demolition option
if they finished early. That was all junior Tim
Rhoda needed to hear.
“The first thing Tim did was pull up the

Contributed photo

says, “We made a lot of changes from last year
at both locations. In the future, look for more
exciting food changes from our Executive Chef
Nick Lawrence and our new Sous Chef Dylan
Beerthuis.”

Update: Dordt
remains in
Christian
council despite
controversy
Joel Dotinga – Staff Writer

Photo by Eric Rowe
Student engineers demolish walls as part of a recent service project. Pictured (Left to Right): Tim Rhoda,
Micah Tjeerdsma & Mark Brauning.
carpet in that room so that he could take out the
wall,” ASME president Dylan Schmitz said.
The engineering students split into groups,
removed all the carpet and demolished two
walls. In three hours, they filled a 6-by-10-by-6foot trailer with old carpet, sheetrock and wood
debris.
The construction of the house was strange.
Sophomore Jordan Severson found a few 6-inch
boards in the wall where he was expecting 3
inches. Schmitz and Brauning were surprised to
find plaster and chicken wire instead of sheetrock
in a few sections of wall.
All of the students agreed that the
strangest discovery was finding the kitchen
and surrounding areas covered by baseboard,
linoleum and carpet.
“I didn’t expect ripping up three layers of

flooring,” senior Isaac De Jong said. “It wasn’t so
bad once you figured it out.”
The carpet alone was relatively easy to pull
up, but the linoleum added time and frustration
to the process.
Sophomore Jason Vander Woude was one of
the first to tackle the linoleum and described the
technique.
“You throw the crowbar under and wiggle it
around,” Vander Woude said. “It’s like peeling
up a sticker on a bottle. You don’t want it to rip
at all or you’re done.”
After pulling up one section of carpet and
linoleum that took eight people working at
once, Sophomore Micah Tjeerdsma spoke for
the entire group.
“I feel like we should burn that and dance
around the ashes,” Tjeerdsma said.

Dordt College will continue to value its
membership with the Christian Council for
Colleges and Universities (CCCU) despite the
recent controversy that caused four member
schools to cut their memberships. Goshen
College and Eastern Mennonite University both
terminated their membership with the CCCU
following months of conversation concerning the
two colleges’ practice of hiring staff currently in a
same-sex marriage.
The CCCU announced the schools’ voluntary
secessions on Sept. 21 and said that both EMU
and Goshen believed that their move would
prevent a deeper splinter among the rest of the
120 member schools. Cedarville University and
a few other schools threatened to sever their own
ties with the CCCU if action was not taken to
remove EMU and Goshen from the council
completely. The majority of the schools within
the council simply wanted EMU and Goshen
demoted to affiliate status.
As a longtime member of the CCCU, Dordt
College desires to keep ties with the council.
“It is very important for Christian colleges
to have a united voice,” said Dordt theology
professor Wayne Kobes. “We are not endorsing
the theological stance of any other school in there
but I think we need each other yet.”
Dordt is clear on its own hiring policies in both
the faculty and student handbook concerning its
belief that marriage is to be between one man
and one woman. Kobes cited the pressures of
today’s culture as the force pressuring Christians
to redefine marriage. He called Christians to be
like salmon who swim up the river, fighting the
current of culture all the way.
“If Christians stop swimming, they are going
to get swept downstream,” Kobes said.
The administration of Dordt believes that
staying on with the CCCU will protect their view
of Christian education.
“Our membership allows Dordt students to
participate in global experiences that enhance
our students’ intercultural competencies,” Dordt’s
provost Eric Forseth said.
Dordt will also continue to partner with
CCCU to send students on the Best Semester
Program around the world.

· News ·
New sport taking over
residence halls: League of
Legends
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Local Iowa senator and
Dordt alumnus fights water
pollution lawsuit
Allison Young – Staff Writer

A student ignores his calculator, opting for a little gaming over studying.
Kyle Fosse – Staff Writer
Today, around 27 million gamers throughout
the world will turn on their computers to play
the massively-multiplayer online role-playing
game (MMORPG) League of Legends. It’s no
surprise this cyber trend leaked over to Dordt
College.
It’s difficult to estimate just how many
students on Dordt’s campus play League of
Legends: many play it in their rooms during
their free time. However, over the past two
years, the game has created a sort of community
– particularly among international students at
Dordt College. Collectively, the interviewed
international students estimated around 20
people form a consistent group.
Around 10 group members gather weekly to
compete against one another in group games.
“It actually requires skills, instead of just playing
random games,” said Imanuel Feodor, an
Indonesian student in his junior year. “It creates
a community for us, because when we came
here our freshman year, there were a bunch of
Americans and Canadians that played together
with us, so we just made friends that time.”
Most of the international students who
were interviewed did not play League of League
before coming to Dordt and were introduced
to it sometime during their freshman year.
Two students who did bring the game with
them when they arrived at Dordt were Calvin
Wunderink and Mark Brauning, both currently
juniors.

Contributed photo

While the game can be played with random
online players from around the world, players
can also choose to connect with friends in their
own community or group. Brauning compared
it to basketball players connecting through their
mutual enjoyment of the sport.
There are now at least two colleges in the
United States which provide League of Legends
scholarships, and as of 2013, it has been
recognized as an official sport in the United
States, making it easier for competitors to gain
visas to attend championships in other countries.
Whether time spent playing computer games
can be considered healthy has been a hot topic of
debate for a number of years. Most students who
consider themselves regular players estimated
an average of seven hours per week. Individual
students ranged anywhere from five to 20 hours,
depending on the player.
“I especially enjoy playing the game when I
have other people to play with. There’s a sense
of teamwork and communication building,”
Brauning said.
Wunderink agreed:
“To play with other people – that’s literally
the only time I ever play,” said Wunderink, who
had already been playing at his home in Peru
before coming to Dordt.
Whether the advent of the worldwide
community that plays the game is developing
a sense of camaraderie or simply acting as a
distraction, the lesser-known group that the
MMORPG has formed at Dordt is formidable
and will continue to grow.

Dordt College has found itself entangled in
thwarting a lawsuit.
Iowa’s Senator Randy Feenstra, a political
science assistant adjunct at Dordt College, is
proposing legislation in the next session to delay
a federal lawsuit filed on March 16, 2015, by
Des Moines Water Works.
Three Northwest Iowa counties are being
sued for claims that agricultural fertilizers are
causing nitrate pollution in public waterways.
A year from now, Dordt students may have
the opportunity to participate in a study that
Feenstra is proposing as an alternative to the
current lawsuit.
Feenstra expects to face an uphill battle
in getting his bill passed, but he believes the
legislature could create a policy to preempt the
lawsuit and settle it out of court.
“The lawsuit is frivolous unless we can talk
objectively and truly look at the data,” Feenstra
said.
The farmers of Sac, Calhoun and Buena Vista
Counties are being held responsible for creating
excessive nitrate levels in the Raccoon River.
Third party testing claims that current nitrate
levels violate the Clean Water Act standards.
They attribute the source to be runoff from
drainage tile in farm fields of the three counties
being sued.
“Does data show that that the tile drains are
culprits? If they are, we need to be proactive and
work from there. But right now, there is no data
to prove that,” Feenstra said.
Des Moines Water Works CEO Bill Stowe
contends that to serve their 500,000 customers,
Water Works had to pay $1.5 million over the
past two years to reduce the water’s nitrate levels
to meet EPA standards of 10 parts per million.
If Water Works wins this case—it could
potentially go all the way to the Supreme
Court—farmers would be required to purchase
permits from National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) to continue using
the drainage tile they already have installed.
This case will also elicit taxes from non-farmers
of Des Moines and the three counties to cover
court costs.
“The losers are the taxpayers because they
have to pay for these costs,” Feenstra said.
Feenstra has recruited the support of the

Iowa Senator Randy Feenstra

Department of Natural Resources and three
Rural Iowa Water Districts to engage in a
research study of nitrate sources and shallow
wells used by both rural and city residents. The
University of Iowa would perform the testing.
If the legislation passes, July 2016 would
be the earliest the study could begin. Feenstra
projects a total budget of $800,000 for the
project, with $500,000 funded by the state
government and $300,000 funded by the
private sector. Organizations such as the Iowa
Corn and Soybean Associations, Co-Bank and
local elevators have already expressed interest in
contributing to the study.
“Instead of throwing farmers under the bus,
let’s first step back. The liberal side doesn’t want
to look at the facts,” Feenstra said.
In a meeting with the DNR and Rural Iowa
Water Districts on Sept. 23, the committee
discussed the possibility of utilizing the
brainpower and geographic convenience of
Dordt students—those in the agriculture
department—to assist in this study.
While the University of Iowa would be
moderating the overall methodology, the
collaboration of Dordt College in tracing nitrates
would be a highly effective source of data.
“The bottom line is, why should the taxpayers
fund a lawsuit like this?” Feenstra said.

Coping by coloring: adult coloring books rise in popularity
Lauren Bird – Staff Writer
Coloring is no longer just for children.
Adult coloring books have been popping up on
campus. Many students claim that using their
books is therapeutic.
Studies have been conducted on the effects
of coloring, especially in those who struggle with
depression and anxiety. According to an article
by Heather Schwedel of The Guardian, studies
show adult coloring has many benefits.
“Any creative endeavor that can in some
way help somebody discover something about
themselves or find a space that makes them
feel safe and comfortable or allows them an
opportunity to be with their own thoughts,
I don’t see how we can criticize that. It seems
like it’s only bringing good things to the world,”
Schwedel said.
Since college life can get stressful, students
are finding solace in coloring. Taylor Leach,
a senior, recently purchased an adult coloring
book and uses it at least once a week.
“I find that it’s a great way to focus myself
and collect my thoughts. Honestly, it’s a form of
self-care for me,” Leach said.
Several of Leach’s roommates, including
Renee Mahaffy, also own adult coloring books
or enjoy coloring to de-stress.

“I can’t really draw on my own. So I heard
about this from other people and now I use it to
relieve stress. I like it because it lets me use my
hands, not just my brain. And I can do other
things while I color, like listen to music or watch
TV,” Mahaffy said.
Leach believes that, like naps, coloring is a
childhood activity that adults should adopt
again. It may seem childish, but it’s actually
helpful.
“I feel like in our society we’re so taboo
about taking time for ourselves. It’s seen as
selfish or like we’re wasting time, especially for
college students who have lots of homework and
responsibilities. I think it’s important for us to
take time for ourselves,” Leach said.
Leach also believes that coloring is a better
way to de-stress than using technology.
“You actually get a pretty result out of it,
rather than just vegging out in front of the TV.
I use my book at work or when hanging out
with friends, and I don’t have to feel guilty about
being on my phone,” Leach said.
Whether you accept coloring as a suitable
adult activity or not, it’s growing in popularity.
Many students on campus color, and those who
do find it helpful and even therapeutic. The next
time you need an inexpensive way to de-stress,
you may want to give it a try.

Photo by Daniel Seaman
Pictured (Left to Right): Renee Mahaffy, Taylor Leach & Lauren Bird decompress with crayons and colored
pencils.
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Facebook dislike button:
thumbs up or down?

Dear Jaymie,
My roommate constantly smells. Horrible, honest to goodness stank. I think he
showers. I see him take his shower caddy to the bathroom at night, but the odor never
goes away. I wonder if he doesn’t wear deodorant, but it doesn’t seem like he sweats an
excessive amount.
What do I do?

Michael Slagter – Staff Writer
Facebook users beware. “Friends” likes of
today may be the dislikes of tomorrow. The
comment box is no longer the only outlet for
raging critics.
During a Q&A session on Sept. 15, 2015,
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg unveiled
the sites’ latest upgrade: the dislike button.
“I think people have asked about the
dislike button for many years,” Zuckerberg
said. “Today is a special day because today
is the day I can say we’re working on it and
shipping it.”
Uncomfortable situations may be avoided
with the creation of a “dislike” button.
Zuckerberg said the upgrade allows users
express compassion because “not every
moment is a good moment.”
As Facebook users we realize “liking” a
post about a friend’s terrible car accident,
dead dog or passed relative is awkward and
uncomfortable. Yet to prove our empathy we
like the post anyway. Millennials are stuck in
a moral crossfire.
Power is dangerous. If speculations are
correct, the dislike button has the potential to
be the most dangerous tool on the Internet.
Social media platforms are constantly
bombarded because of cyberbullying, and
a dislike button will cause further offenses.

You ask, Jaymie answers

Sincerely,
Made up but still nauseated in North
Dear “Made up but still nauseated in North,”

Isafe.org reports 58 percent of children claim
they have been victims of online bullying.
It’s sad we need a button to justify our
disdain or our support in a time of tragedy.
Social media damages important social
connections meant to be sincere and occur
face-to-face.
Though the dislike button appears to
have purpose, it could do more harm to our
society than we may admit. This article won’t
stop the creation of a dislike button, but I
hope it makes you stop and think about how
you are using the Internet in terms of new
societal trends.

No one likes a smelly roommate. You have to live with this person for the rest
of the semester if not for the whole year, so you don’t want to make them mad. So
here are some steps to ease into the conversation:
1. Buy plug in air fresheners and put them all over your room—also invest in a
few cans of Febreze
2. Get two packs of body wash, deodorant, body spray and suggest it to him to
use because it smells so good etc.
3. Make sure you always smell good just so people that do come over will never
wonder if you are the culprit
4. Question his friends and see if they to think he smells like poo
5. If all else fails flat out tell him that he smells and that something needs to
change
Sincerely,
Jaymie
Have a burning question? An unsolvable issue?
Email me at askjaymie@gmail.com

Syrian rebel issue divides student opinion
Jaden Vander Berg – Staff Writer
Since 2011, the onset of the war in Syria,
more than 10 million Syrians have fled their
homes.
Anti-government demonstrations began in
March 2011 at the Arab Spring. Peaceful protests
es-calated after the government reacted violently
against the rebels.
By July 2011, rebels had organized the
Free Syrian Army, and many civilians armed
themselves to join the opposition. The United
Nations reported 90,000 casualties in June 2013.
The number more than doubled to 191,000 in
August 2014, and by the end of March 2015
fatalities soared to 220,000.
What started as a ‘simple’ dispute between
President Assad’s supporters and his opposition
has grown into a civil war, pitting racial groups
against each other and drawing in adjourning
coun-tries and world powers. As the power of
jihadist sects such as ISIS increases, conflict
worsens.
A majority of the refugees found asylum
in their homeland. However, an estimated 3.8
million are dispersed throughout other Middle
Eastern countries. In a census by UNHCR, one
in 13 peo-ple in Jordan and one in five people in
Lebanon are Syrian refugees. Due to an excess of
people and a lack of clean water and adequate
sanitation, more people are making the journey
to West-ern Europe.
The BBC said, “More than 350,000 migrants
were detected at the EU’s borders in January
through August 2015, compared with 280,000
detections for the whole of 2014.” Most immigrants were taken in by Spain, France and
Germany.
“Over the next two years, most EU
countries—excluding the U.K., Denmark and
Ireland, which have opt-outs from Europe’s

common asylum system—would be required to
take in a total of 160,000 refugees who arrived
in hard-hit Italy, Greece and Hungary,” The Wall
Street Journal said.
World news includes non-stop coverage of
refugees fleeing in boats across the Mediterranean
Sea, and over 2,600 people reportedly drowned
at sea. The majority of individuals were not
im-pacted by the number of deaths until a
story broke about 3-year-old Alan Kurdi’s body
washing up on a shore of Turkey.
On Sept. 10, President Obama declared
that the U.S. will accept 10,000 Syrian refugees
this year. Although this is a move in the right
direction, it is a paltry effort for such a wealthy
coun-try. Venezuela’s President Maduro just
announced his economically-strapped country
will accept twice that amount.
Germany’s Chancellor Merkel declared no
legal limit to the number of refugees he would
accept, implying he will welcome half a million
Syrian refugees this year.
Tyler Couperus, Dordt’s representative on
World Renew’s board of trustees, spoke about
pro-grams sponsoring refugees to come to North
America. Through partner organizations, World
Renew helps fund meals for 10,000 people every
day.
Though many Dordt students may be
vaguely aware of the Syrian crisis, the majority
of campus is closed off from the horrors of the
outside world.
“We don’t get exposed to what is happening
in the world,” Senior Lauren Eekhoff said. “And
that is our fault. It is our responsibility as people
to know what’s going on and to care.”
Students believe followers of Christ are
responsible to assistance the helpless and the
needy.

The mounting refugee crisis has swept up many children in its wake.
“I do think it is our obligation to respond,”
Junior Rachel Du Mez said. “There is a crisis
happening on the other side of the world. I don’t
think political views should matter as much, but
there are people that are suffering and dying and
starving, and that is something we need to act
on, no matter the political agenda.”
The United States’ involvement in an
international tragedy is under debate. The
country is often viewed as constantly asserting
itself and imposing American views on unwilling
countries. Students at Dordt are split on the
position of U.S. internationalism.
In a group interview, Morgan Spoelstra and
Alex Werkhoven were on separate sides of the
issue.

Contributed photo.

“I am personally against the U.S. being a
global police,” Spoelstra said. “I don’t think it
should be up to one country—it should be more
on the United Nations.”
Werkhoven disagrees. “When it comes
down to humanitarian reasons, there should
be intervention of some form. It is in our
constitution to promote democracy across the
world, and right now, Syria is not experiencing
that.”
So I challenge you with the million dollar
question—should the United States become
involved in the war?

· Opinion ·
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Stories worth noting

Elizabeth Bouwkamp – Staff Writer
Pope Francis in Washington Addresses Poverty
and Climate
Volkswagen C.E.O. Martin Winterkorn Resigns
Amid Emissions Scandal
Stampede Near Mecca Kills at Least 717
Disarray on Front Lines of Migrant Crisis
These stories and numerous others filled the
front page of the New York Times on Thursday
September 24, 2015. What is your news IQ? Did
you know about any of them? How many of you
could identify on a map where the refugees are
migrating from? Some of you may have an idea
regarding these stories and could state the cliché
“I’ve heard of that” in reference to the articles.
But is that enough?
It has come to my knowledge and less-thanenthusiastic opinion that Snapchat stories,
Instagram posts, and Facebook photos are
checked in profuse amounts each day. How
many of you could identify who had their 21st
birthday party over the weekend? Or whose
boyfriend came home for the weekend for a
surprise? Or even who is in the library taking
pictures of themselves championing the phrase,
“Homework got me like…”? Chances are we
know more about these stories than the stories of
our politicians, government officials, and those
around the world.
Whether you acknowledge it or not, the
above news stories are the rough drafts of history.
They are stories worth telling because they have
the ability to affect the way you think, act, feel

and converse with those around you. Good
stories have the ability to transform us and spur
us to action and motivation. Can you say that
about your friend’s latest Snap story? Sure, it
may have made you laugh, but other than that
it likely left you feeling apathetic, uninvolved,
uninvited or unchanged.
News stories have the ability to take you from
passively consuming culture to engaging culture.
A student can monitor the world, engage in
disagreements, acknowledge potential conflicts,
participate in the freedom of democracy and
create culture with intellectual originality
and insight. Thomas Jefferson once stated
that were he to choose to “have a government
without newspapers, or newspapers without
government,” he would “choose the latter.”
Jefferson, one of the most influential
historical figures in America, saw the importance
that I am beginning to unfold. News stories tell
us about actions taking place in our local council
meetings, local businesses looking for assistance,
corruption in large companies and decisions
being taken by lawmakers that do affect us.
We need to know about these events to fully
appreciate, participate and engage in what it
means to be a citizen of our local towns and our
country.
It is not enough to amuse ourselves with the
rapidly forming childish culture. It is not enough
to know something about everything. With the
amount of available news greater than ever,
it is unacceptable to know less and less about
more and more in this technological age. How
about we become participants in the prominent
and impactful stories happening outside of our
exclusive friend groups? How about we move
from our self-focused social media photos and
stories to a greater, more pertinent story? In
doing this, we might begin to understand the
issues in stories, not just with ears and eyes, but
with hands and hearts.

Rugby at Dordt? Not for
these lungs!
Kyle Fosse – Staff Writer
Being a South African, I have some marginal
experience with rugby. Being a 6-foot-6-inch
theatre and digital media major, weighing in at
around 160 pounds, the sports scene has never
really been my cup of tea. However, last Sunday,
I had the “opportunity” to spend an hour playing
touch rugby outside the All-Seasons Center.
Let me tell you—it’s tiring. It was probably
the most I’ve run since that one day I decided
I was going to get in shape. To be fair, it was
touch-rugby – no tackling. That made things a
little less painful for me.
Michel Gomes and his brother, Ariel, started
the club. “I love rugby—played some last year
and wanted to introduce it to Dordt,” said
Michel, a Brazilian transfer student. “Once we
got a solid number of people, we tried to put a
club into motion.”
And he has big goals for the club. “We are
aiming big – aiming to have it be a varsity sport
by the time we graduate, or the year after.”
Obviously, this is an ambitious goal, because
only around 900 college teams – male and
female – are actually registered with USA Rugby.
“I have established contact with the Iowa Rugby
Organization to see how can we make our club
enter the competitive scene.”
Why does it really matter? Dordt College – as
with any self-respecting collegiate establishment
– is always on the lookout for new students. In
Iowa, there are only four colleges with teams
officially registered to play men’s rugby and two
for women’s rugby. Having an official varsity
rugby team could elevate Dordt’s sport scene in a
completely new way – if not in prestige, at least
in uniqueness.
Michel said that he’s “heard of kids who
didn’t come to Dordt because they wanted to
play rugby.” How many students that actually
represents, I don’t know, but it would certainly

Where did all the
Canadians go?
Courtney de Wolde – Staff Writer
If you haven’t noticed, the number of
Canadians roaming around Dordt’s campus has
dropped significantly in the past few years. Only
two years ago, the college boasted almost 100
representatives of the True North. Today, the
number is almost cut in half. Dordt’s declining
Canuck population may be related to another
decrease, in fact. The Canadian dollar is at an alltime low and worth only $0.75 USD. Not only
does this inspire more jokes from Americans, but
it also hinders Canadian students from crossing
the border to continue their studies in the U.S.
“It’s cheaper now to go to a Canadian
college,” said Danica Veeneman, a sophomore
from British Columbia. “I think it will prohibit
Canadian students from going to college in the
States.”
Senior Kevin Grootenboer, an Ontario
native, disagrees. “The numbers might go down,
but I think enrollment is more dependent on
other factors. Dordt does well at recruiting and
has many athletic opportunities to offer.”
Most Canadian students have a low opinion
towards the potential rise of their homeland’s
currency over the next few years. However Levi
Minderhoud, a junior from British Columbia,
maintains a more positive perspective.
“It can’t go much lower than what it is now,”
Minderhoud said. “Once the Canadian election
happens, that will improve the Canadian dollar.
It doesn’t matter what party gets in power, they
will start enacting legislations that will, in some
way, bump up the dollar.”
The Canadian election for Prime Minister is
scheduled for Oct. 19, 2015.
When asked if campus culture would change
with fewer Canadians on the prowl, Minderhoud
said, “Dordt is really good at bringing different
cultures together. One much less represented

culture, like Canada, means different dynamics
on campus. It’s an international place, not just
American.”
Other students don’t believe their absence
would transform Dordt’s diversity. Cassandra De
Boer, a senior from Ontario, said, “As a whole,
less Canadians at Dordt would not really affect
the school. No Canadians is one thing, but lower
numbers is another.”
The next time you see a Northerner skip
the jokes and the “Sorry, eh” and compliment
them on their toque or runners. Appreciate
the Canucks while they are here. And if you’re
feeling adventurous, ask to try poutine. It only
costs a few loonies and toonies.

To the Pope: America isn’t
the Holy Roman Empire
Caeden Tinklenberg –
Staff Writer

provide a new scene for prospective students to
experience.
So what’s the point? Here in the U.S.,
rugby is an obscure and generally unrecognized
sport amongst the ranks of American football,
baseball, soccer and basketball fans. As in a lot of
things in life, it’s easy to grow comfortable with
our own local experiences. We forget there’s a
whole other world waiting just outside these red
brick walls.
And it’s not just international students who
have their own experiences. Americans from
all walks of life grace our halls (besides Ariel,
Michel and me, all the rugby players were either
Canadian or American). Naturally, rugby wasn’t
designed for delicate people such as myself, but
I can still appreciate the value people find in the
teamwork, skill, cognitive reasoning and handeye coordination [which I lack] necessary to play
the game.
The same is true for life. The lives others
lead may not suit me, but I can learn from
their lessons and gain wisdom from their life
experiences. Even if it means taking an hour out
of my “too busy” Sunday schedule. Even if it
means I have to sweat. Profusely.
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Pope Francis
arrived in
Washington,
DC., last Tuesday
beginning his
September 22nd27th visit to the US.
Francis participated
in parades in DC, Philadelphia and NYC.
More notably, he met with the President and
addressed a joint session of congress. This article
will be about what the Holy Father said during
his visit as well as positions he has taken on a
number of political issues central to American
voters (or the Media—hard to tell these days).
Since early 2013 during his election by
the papal conclave, Pope Francis is the most
progressively minded pope compare to the recent
popes. At great risk, He speaks his mind about
issues that matter most to him. He weeded out
corruption within the Vatican Bank, which led
to rumored assassination plots from the Italian
Mafia. He linked capitalism to slavery, organized
crime, global warming, economic injustice, and
abandonment of the elderly in his June encyclical
letter. His opinion of immigrants around the
world is one of unconditional empathy.
Liberals quickly caught on to Francis’s
sentiments, and began praising him as the
world leader that would finally topple the evil
Christian status quo: capitalism. Unfortunately,
Liberals seem to snooze every time the pope
mentions abortion because almost immediately
memes began springing up claiming Jesus was a
liberal, or even worse, a socialist (gasp!).

Francis continued his assault on laissez-faire
economies, chastising Congress for not taking
action to help “victims” of capitalism. By saying
this, he supports government to do church’s role.
Just thinking about dismantling the separation
of church and state causes me to harken back to
the Holy Roman Empire, which ironically ended
under the rule of Francis II. It is scary because
so many Christians are buying it. It’s easy. Why
would I feed the poor and care for the needy
when I could pay the government to do it? Why
do I have to be the Good Samaritan when people
with income ten times mine do not?
Francis also took a shot at free speech, saying,
“If my good friend Dr. Gasparri says a curse
word against my mother, he can expect a punch.
It’s normal… It’s normal. You cannot provoke.
You cannot insult the faith of others. You cannot
make fun of the faith of others.” This seems as
though he would like to reduce the American
freedom to the laws of the HRE. A law where the
approval of the parish priest dictates what can be
said or done. It may not be morally right to spew
insults, but it is not the government’s place to
legislate morality.
What the pope says about the poor, the earth,
the victims and other injustices in the world is
true; I believe it all wholeheartedly. However,
I must stand against a religious authority
that suggests government should fulfil moral
obligations by force. This makes it more difficult
for individuals to carry out individual calling. If
he is called the people’s pope, then he should be
talking to the people directly—telling them how
to live with and care for those in need—rather
than advocating rulers to devise social programs
to carry out the calling of Jesus’s followers.

· Sports ·
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Athletics
midseason
recap
Christian Zylstra – Staff Writer
Nearly halfway through the fall season, many
Dordt College athletic squads find themselves on
the rise. Take a look at how each team is faring
after a full month of competition.
Men’s Cross Country—The cross country
team is off to a decent start this season, finishing
a season-best 2nd of eight teams at the Herb
Blakely Invite in Madison, S.D. on Sept. 12. Top
individual performances include Ian Manske
and Stephan McNamara finishing 8th and 9th
respectively, at the Herb Blakely Invite. Next up
is the Briar Cliff Invite on Oct. 10.
Women’s Cross Country—The women’s
team continues to be a force on the national
stage, ranked No. 5 in the country at the NAIA
level. Top team performances include a 2ndplace finish at the Augustana Invite, 1st-place
finish at the Herb Blakely Invite and 10th-place
finish out of 37 NCAA and NAIA teams at the
Roy Griak Invite. Individually, Dordt has five
runners with six top-10 finishes, five from the
Herb Blakely Invite: Kayla Byl (2nd), Erika
Douma (4th), Justine Van Zee (5th), Audrey
Brooks (6th) and Kelsey Lewis (9th). Next on
the agenda is the Briar Cliff Invite on Oct. 10.
Defender Dance—After auditions at
the end of August, the squad’s roster is
set. One performance is in the books: the
routine performed at halftime of the DordtNorthwestern football game. Next up is the
hip-hop routine at halftime of the Dordt-Trinity
Bible College football game on Oct. 10.
Football—The Defender football team is 0-4
overall and 0-3 in GPAC play. Dordt squared off
against current No. 10 Northwestern and No.
1 Morningside to start conference play. The
Defenders scored 28 points last week against
Briar Cliff, most since putting up 37 against
Trinity Bible in October of last year. Dordt also
rushed for 292 yards against Briar Cliff. Next up
for the football team is a home GPAC matchup
against Concordia on Oct. 3.
Men’s Golf—The men’s team got off to a
quick start in September, finishing 4th out of 18
teams in the Siouxland Invite. Early highlights
include Tony Kallevig’s second-place finish
at the Siouxland Invite after losing in a onehole playoff to Northwestern’s Justin Kraft. Jay
Timmer finished 7th in the same meet. After
one conference meet, the Defenders sit 8th in
the GPAC standings. Next up for men’s golf is
GPAC #2 on Oct. 1 in Lincoln, Neb.
Women’s Golf—Though Dordt women’s
golf has yet to field a full team for a meet, the
few golfers have posted positive results. Kristin
Stoffels placed 11th, 24th and 27th in three
meets, and Autumn Vos placed 22nd at the
Morningside Invite on Sept. 21. Women’s golf
has its first conference meet, GPAC #1, on Sept.
30.
Men’s Soccer*—The men’s soccer team is 3-4
overall and 0-1 in GPAC play. The team started
off hot but has cooled down as the competition
becomes tougher and conference play is
underway. Dordt’s first conference match against
Hastings, who finished on top of the GPAC
standings each year since 2000, resulted in a 2-0
loss. VJ Hachaba leads the team with six goals.
Alex Durbin also has five goals on the season.
Next up for the Defenders is a road conference
match at Dakota Wesleyan on Sept. 29.
Women’s Soccer—Dordt women’s soccer
is 5-3 overall and 0-1 in GPAC play. For the
second consecutive season, the women put
together a strong showing in the nonconference
portion of the schedule. The Defenders fell 5-0
to Hastings in their first conference match of
the 2015 season. Natalie Sakuma leads the team
with six goals and four assists. Kenzie Bousema
also has five goals on the season. Next on the
schedule is a road conference match at Dakota
Wesleyan on Sept. 29.
Volleyball*—Dordt volleyball is 13-1
overall and 5-0 in GPAC play. After losing its
first match of the season, volleyball has won
13 straight, the longest winning streak under
coach Chad Hanson, and longest overall since
2010 when Dordt won 14 straight. Volleyball is
ranked No. 14 nationally, and is five wins away
from matching last season’s win total. Next up
for Defender volleyball is No. 11 Northwestern,
receiving votes Jamestown and unranked College
of St. Mary.
*All records and results current as of Sept. 27.

Hot and dangerous: Gesink, Granstra, Jansen led
women’s volleyball to blazing preseason
Aaron Ladzinski – Staff Writer
The DeWitt gymnasium is ablaze with talent
steaming from Dordt Women’s Volleyball team.
The team opened the season at 5-0 in conference
and 13-1 overall, winning 13 consecutive
matches after a first game loss.
“I didn’t even know that we had 13 wins,”
Head Coach Chad Hanson said. “I am more
concerned about where we are [in] conference
standings and national polls. Our team continues
to grow, and I hope throughout the season it
will.”
Two years ago, Hanson coached Dordt to the
NAIA national tournament. This season marks
the first time women’s volleyball started the
season at 13-1.
Hanson labels his team as “very talented”
and “joined with depth in positions.” Positive
dynamics between players also contribute to the
women’s success. “The unity we’re experiencing
and the ways the players interact and care for
each other brings a group that will grow and
continue to grow.”
A tenacious trio of talented athletes have also
lit the spark for the Defenders. Jamie Gesink,
Brooke Granstra and Summer Jansen—three
quality players with different strengths – are

establishing their roles
among the team.
Freshman setter Gesink
earned 43 kills and 505
assists through 14 matches.
“She has added some
immediate
consistency,”
Hanson said. “She is a very
talented athlete and has a
great mind for the game.
All of those pieces you want
in the setting role.”
Contributed photo.
Granstra leads the
The volleyball team confers after a point.
offensive attack with 165
kills. Opponents beware;
“Right now, we are looking at a conference
this girl can crush the ball and knows the game.
“Playing all six rotations, she touches the championship,” Hanson said. “We want to make
ball in every aspect of the game,” Hanson said. that first. If we look too far down the road, we
“Her athleticism and her experience has taken miss some significant games.”
“Right now, conference is first, and if we keep
off and is a bigger contributing factor. She even
has become a better blocker, and that is fun to it up, nationals will come.”
Dordt travels to at Northwestern on Sept. 30
watch.”
The Defender Volleyball squad consistently and the JV match starts at 6 pm. Starting this
finds ways to defeat their competition, though week, the Red Raiders are ranked 11th and the
the program does not want to be consumed with Defenders are ranked 14th in the national polls.
promising objectives.

Vanoy Harris: Dordt football’s defensive
rock
Aaron Ladzinski – Staff Writer

He is a Defender, a Dordt linebacker, one of
the best in program history. He had 70 tackles in
2012. He racked up 35 tackles in 2013. In 2014,
he totaled 71 tackles and received All-GPAC
honors.
Vanoy Harris, Dordt’s All-GPAC linebacker,
played three full years at Dordt. But plans to
excel in his final year have crumbled . In the first
game of the year Harris suffered a foot injury,
and the senior will now miss his senior year on
the field.
Life is more than football; football is merely
a game. Yet Harris now faces a decision: redshirt
this season and return to play one more year of
Dordt football next fall, or hang up his helmet
and graduate in the spring.
“I was planning on having a big year, better
than last year,” Harris said. “It’s pretty tough not
to get depressed about this injury, but I know in
the grand scheme of things, football is a phase in

my life. I know it won’t be there the rest of my
life.”
“I have not made that decision yet, but it’s all
in the air. Chances are that I will not.”
Being a college athlete takes time away from
Harris’ engineering homework and preparations
to graduate this year.
“I haven’t felt the stress yet, but applying for
jobs—I am sure when it comes down to it I will.”
As a teammate, Harris still goes to every
game and encourages his teammates from the
sideline - teammates he bleed with, fought with,
cheered with.
“I want to be out on the field. I know what I
can do to help the team,” Harris said.
Coach Youngblood said, “While it was
extremely unfortunate to lose his senior
season due to a serious foot injury, he will be
remembered as one of the best players in Dordt’s
football history.”
“What made Vanoy most special, however, is
that he has been an even better person, leader

and student, who has exemplified all the qualities
we want in our football athletes.”
Harris may be out for the season but his eyes
are set on the future.

Gutsy performances drive cross country
teams at Roy Griak Invitational
Allison Young –
Staff Writer
Roy Griak
Invitational in
Minneapolis,
MN.- The Dordt
College cross
country teams
battled hills and
heat at their most competitive meet of the
season last Saturday. The women’s team, ranked
5th in the NAIA national poll, earned a 10th
place finish and the men tied for 16th place out
of a 37-team field.
Reflecting on both team’s performances,
Assistant Coach Lori Wolf said, “They ran really
focused and looked like they were competing
with a goal in mind.”
On the women’s side, senior duo Kayla Byl
and Kaylie Ogle ran personal 6K bests on the Les
Bolstad Golf Course. Despite fighting illness the
week prior, Byl’s time of 23:11 earned her a spot
in the Top 20 runners. Byl placed 14th out of
371 competitors in the women’s Division II race.
“Anybody who can finish Top 20 at the Griak
Invitational had a great day. I think that’s a great
milestone for her career,” Head Coach Nate
Wolf said.

Ogle obliterated her time from last year by
one minute, 32 seconds. In cross country, the
top five individual times count towards the team
score. Ogle met her personal goal of being a
scorer for the team and ran a 25:19.
“I accomplished that goal, but one of our
teammates was hurting and struggling during
the race, so while I was running I didn’t think
‘Oh, I’m meeting my goal! I’m beating her.’ I was
more concerned about how she was doing,” Ogle
said.
For freshman Joshua Wynstra, the final two
kilometers of the men’s 8K course tested him.
“After I hit the 5K mark, I realized it was
going to be a very long haul. Those last two
kilometers lasted forever,” said Wynstra, who
ran his first collegiate cross country race last
Saturday.
Junior Ian Manske led the Dordt men in
27:45, shredding three minutes, 20 seconds off
his former time at the Griak Invitational. Dordt’s
next four scorers, Sam Wensink, Adam Daane,
Stephan McNamara and Steve Kelly, crossed the
finish line within a 52-second margin.
“The pack mentality is definitely our
strength,” Nate Wolf said. “We’d really like to see
seven guys within fifty seconds and five within
thirty, so we’re going to continue working on
that.”

A combination of heat and course length
pushed each runner’s to his or her limit. Three
Dordt athletes required medical attention after
the race.
“That wasn’t because they weren’t well
prepared. It wasn’t because they weren’t healthy.
It was because they literally put everything they
had on the line for the other people wearing the
Dordt jersey. It was really fun to see them push
themselves in that way,” Nate Wolf said.
Halfway through the 2015 season, the Dordt
cross country team is narrowing its focus on the
conference championship in Crete, NE on Nov.
7. Based on the performances of competitors
Nebraska Wesleyan, Concordia, Doane,
Morningside and Northwestern, Coach Nate
Wolf believes the GPAC conference title race is
gearing up to be highly competitive—but not
out of reach—for both the men’s and women’s
teams.
“Hopefully we can keep the women healthy,
continue to tighten up that pack and join Kayla
at the front,” Wolf said. “I think if we can do
that, we’ll have a chance to achieve that goal at
the end of the season.”
In reference to the men’s side, Nate Wolf
said, “We really want to focus on the process.
Hopefully on that day, the chips will fall that
way, and we’ll be able to accomplish those goals.”

· Arts & Entertainment ·
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Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials fails to
spark interest
Ellen Dengah – Staff Writer

What does it mean to be a young adult
these days? To take risks, to go with your guts,
to defy traditions? In a young adult dystopian
fiction kind of world, it probably means living
a dangerous life in a messed up world controlled
by “old” adults.
There is nothing wrong with young people
living a radical life for a purpose. The problem
with Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials is its
lack of purpose. For what reason did those
young people have to suffer through the land
of zombies? Why would anybody risk their life
without a sense that something will change?
Thomas (Dylan O’Brien) is the impulsive
leader of a pack of young people who survived
the previous movie. By its end, Thomas and
friends got out of a maze inhabited by gigantic
spider-like creatures. In this second movie, they
were then taken to a site full of people their age
who also survived the maze. On this site, they are
provided with clothes, food and beds.
After suffering for years from a terrifying
maze, why wouldn’t anybody want a little
comfort? Well, Thomas wouldn’t want that
because he listened to a mysterious kid, Aris
Jones (Jacob Lofland), who shows him that the
survivors are actually “harvested” to be a cure for

the zombie disease that attacked the world.
Thomas and his squad then have to leave the
site before they are harvested. I am not convinced
that they have to immediately leave the site to go
to a world they know absolutely nothing about.
They are only kids running around with no clear
goals, but the movie is trying so hard to tell us
that they have an urgency.
The movie explains that they took risks to
escape a high security site so they can find the
rebels on the mountain. One of the kids “heard”
that there are rebels up by the mountain - a
very credible source to follow, I should say. The
whole premise is like planning a suicide mission
because a Wikipedia article told you to do so.
This movie is packed with exciting action
despite the poor plot. The Maze Runner will not
be the kind of movie that hits you in the feels, but
it will entertain you with people hitting zombies
with sticks. I was on the edge of my theatre seat
whenever the characters were unsure of where
the zombies were. One of the scenes from the
empty mall when Minho (Ki Hong Lee) turns
on the lights and all the zombies awaken got me
gasping while holding my breath, hoping none
of the zombies would get those reckless kids.
It’s just too bad that this movie missed so many
oppourtunities to deliver a scene with friendship
value. Scorch Trials revolves around kids having

a journey with people their age. A strong bond
of friendship should have grown between them,
but the characters seem like acquaintances more
than best friends. The first movie did a better job
of depicting the bond between each character
because it invested time in that area, while the
second movie only depicts the grief of losing
friends without actually communicating that the
characters are good friends.
I give Scorch Trials one and a half stars out of
five for the plot and delivery. It was not too bad,
but it does not deserve a full two because it did
not satisfy. Even so, the action is worth another
half a star. Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials is still
a well-made movie. It is handled professionally
and is entertaining. If you need something
fun to do with your friends, this movie will be
a perfect fit, but if you are looking for a story
about friendship, this movie should not even be
on your list.
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English profs bare souls in
department reading
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
While most students either gathered outside
to admire the “blood moon” or stayed tucked
inside a dorm room on a quiet Sunday night,
a few students congregated in CL 1144 for
the 29th annual English Department faculty
reading.
“Welcome. We’re glad you’re here. We are
never sure if anyone will show up, but someone
always does, and here you are,” said Dr. Mary
Dengler to the 40 students, faculty and
community members gathered in attendance.
Each year, all Dordt community members
are invited to celebrate God’s gift of literature
and enjoy an evening of original poetry, fiction
and nonfiction—hosted by Dordt’s English
department.
Attendees sipped lemonade and nibbled on
cookies while hearing their professors “lay

themselves bare,” as Dengler said.
The English department reading gives
professors an opportunity to present their
work to a friendly audience and students an
opportunity to gain a new perspective on their
professors. It provides a special occasion for
students to witness their professors working
through the writing process. Some of the
compositions had been published previously;
others were still works-in-progress.
Eight professors presented their work this
year. Topics ranged from Dutch weddings to
fishing to undereducated surfers to the end of
the world. Some pieces amused, others bemused
and all sparked conversation. Many people
lingered to socialize and discuss what they had
heard after the reading finished.
The reading was an excellent way to spend a
Sunday night. If you missed it, don’t worry—it
will be back next year.

Engineers weaponize
science with new railgun
(contd.)
bank, then is released to pass along the copper
rails like a wave. This high voltage pushes a
projectile out of the barrel at high speeds.
The two-foot long machine packs a huge
punch.
The concept itself is straightforward, but
carrying it out gets complicated. They had to find
a material for the barrel that wouldn’t splinter
apart under immense force and a projectile that
would maintain contact with the copper rails at
all times. In the end, they decided on phenolic
for the barrel and an aluminum square for the
projectile.
Even after choosing materials and building
the gun itself, the project could still go up in
sparks.

With all the electrical charge going into the
barrel and the copper rails, the metal becomes
superheated and can turn into plasma, essentially
melting the whole thing together. They’ve put an
air blower on the back end of the barrel, but this
superheating still happens on a small scale every
time the accelerator is discharged.
At the end of this project, IEEE hopes that
the rail gun will show how magnetic fields work
in a practical way. The project will help people
see that electrical engineering can be fun and
applicable in practical ways.
“This is why kids should care about linear
circuits,” Korver said.
They hope to be able to show their project to
the campus when they test it in October.
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Dordt College’s first Arts in the Prairie event featured musicians, painters, and bees. Pictured below (Left
to Right): Katy Wilson, Anna Vande Griend, Becca Megchelsen, and bee.
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Eight things to do over
Heartland Break
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
Four days of freedom!
You’ve probably been eagerly anticipating
this break since the end of week two. But to
those who haven’t considered how to spend
their miniature vacation, lend me your ear.
If you haven’t gone to Pumpkin Land,
or even if you have, tear up the corn maze
with friends. Corn mazes are an entertaining,
dare I say, corny way to spend an autumn
afternoon.
Host a bonfire, purposively burn your
buddy’s s’mores, and revel in the warm
weather before being plunged into six months
of heinous winter.
Pick apples, channel your inner Paula and
hustle to the kitchen. Apple pie, apple fritters,
apple sauce, even apple butter, y’all. If you are
disinclined toward baking, enjoy them plain.
Sleep. Enough said.
Go see a movie. Many movies have
recently been released to theatres. Labyrinth

of Lies is a historical drama about bringing
post-war Nazis to justice, and the Christian
drama War Room focuses on two women
who rely on the power of prayer to heal a
strained marriage. And if you’re up for an
hour and three quarters of haunted children
and an anti-Santa, you can torture your eyes
with A Christmas Horror Story.
Chow down on home cooked food. Find
a random house, walk through the front door,
start talking about the weather and watch
your good fortune unfold.
If you are going home, spend time with
your family. Independence rocks but it is
highly likely that your family misses you.
Remember, you will always be someone’s
son or daughter, sister or brother, niece or
nephew, brother-in-law or sister-in-law,
third cousin twice removed or second cousin
through marriage…
Relax. Six weeks down, ten to go.
Christmas break will be here before you know
it.

Humans of Dordt College
“Batman vs. Superman... who would win?”

“

First of all, Batman and
Superman shouldn’t even be fighting.
But if they were, Superman would
obviously win. Now if Batman had
kryptonite, then he would win right
away. But otherwise, Superman would
definitely win. He can fly, shoot lasers
out his eyes, and basically use his breath
to blow Batman out of the atmosphere.
It’s no contest. You can’t use human
things against a superhuman. That’s it.
Done. #boom.
-Albert Huizing

“

